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eternal illustration of the father of a family stealing
the eternal loaf of bread from the eternal baker.
A gentleman occupying an administrative office
even went so far as to exclaim:
"For my part, Monsieur, if I were told that my
brother were a conspirator I would denounce him!"
Frederick invoked the right of resistance, and re-
calling to mind some phrases that Deslauriers had
used in their conversations, he referred to Delosmes,
Blackstone, the English- Bill of Rights, and Article 2
of the Constitution of '91. It was even by virtue of
this law that the fall of Napoleon had been pro-
claimed. It had been recognised in 1830, and in-
scribed at the head of the Charter. Besides, when
the sovereign fails to fulfil the contract, justice re-
quires that he should be overthrown,
"Why, this is abominable!" exclaimed a prefect's
wife.
All the rest remained silent, filled with vague
terror, as if they had heard the noise of bullets. Ma-
dame Dambreuse rocked herself in her chair, and
smiled as she listened to him.
A manufacturer, who had formerly been a member
of the Carbonari, tried to show that the Orleans
family possessed good qualities. No doubt there were
some abuses,
"Well, what then?"
"But we should not talk about them, my dear
Monsieur! If you knew how all these clamourings of
the Opposition injure business!"
"What do 1 care about business?" said Frederick.
He was exasperated by the rottenness of these old
men; and, carried away by the recklessness which
sometimes takes possession of even the most timid,